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Advance maintenance payment approval

Apply for advance maintenance payments for children

of single parents

2/3 - Bund: Regelung (2 oder 3), Land/Kommune:

Vollzug
Baustein Leistungen
fachlich freigegeben (gold)

fachlich freigegeben (gold)

Leistungsobjekt mit Verrichtung

Sozialleistungen (107)

Bewilligung (017)

Geburt, Sorgerecht fur Minderjahrige, elterliche
Pflichten, Vorschriften fur Leihmutterschaft und
Adoption, einschliel3lich Stiefkindadoption,
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Unterhaltspflichten fur Kinder bei
grenzuberschreitenden familiaren Gegebenheiten

Lagen Portalverbund Trennung mit Kind (1020500)

Einheitlicher
Ansprechpartner

Fachlich freigegeben am 27.06.2025

Fachlich freigegen durch Federal Ministry of Education, Family Affairs, Senior
Citizens, Women and Youth (BMBFSF))

Handlungsgrundlage https://www.gesetze-im-internet.de/bgb/__1612a.html
https://www.gesetze-im-internet.de/uhvorschg/BJNRO1
1840979.html

Teaser Are you a single parent and receive no or only partial
maintenance from the other parent? Then you can
apply for an advance on maintenance payments under
certain conditions.

Volltext You will receive advance maintenance payments for
your child if you are raising it in your household
without the other parent against whom the child is
entitled to maintenance. However, this maintenance is
not paid or is paid incompletely or irregularly by the
other parent or the person obliged to pay
maintenance.

Children with a deceased parent may also be entitled
to an advance on maintenance payments if no or
insufficient orphan's benefits are paid.

The child's center of life must clearly be in your
household. This means that you are not entitled to an
advance on maintenance payments if you use the
alternating model. You must not have married a new
partner.

If the eligibility requirements are met, the maintenance
advance will be paid to you until your child reaches the
age of majority.

The amount of the maintenance advance is calculated
from the amount of the respective minimum
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maintenance rates less child benefit and, if applicable,
less any maintenance payments or orphan's benefits
already received.

The following amounts currently apply (as of 2025)

« for children up to 5 years EUR 227.00 per month

« for children from 6 to 11 years EUR 299.00 per month
« for children from 12 to 17 years EUR 394.00 per
month

The maintenance advance is always paid at the
beginning of a calendar month and can be applied for
retroactively for 1 month.

Erforderliche Unterlagen * Application form
+ additionally required depending on the individual
case: the birth certificate of the child concerned the
identity card of the single parent confirmation of
registration or information from the register of
residents for foreign children or parents: identity card
valid proof of residence permit Maintenance title:
current maintenance determination, maintenance
certificate, judgment, order in the event of separation
of a marriage: Divorce decree, letter from the lawyer
about the date of separation, if applicable for
unmarried couples: Acknowledgment or establishment
of paternity Proof of income: Child benefit
Half-orphan's pension, if applicable Maintenance
payments, if applicable If applicable, approval or
cessation notices regarding benefits under the
Maintenance Advance Act from other maintenance
advance funds From the age of 12, if you are currently
receiving SGB Il benefits, a complete, up-to-date
notification from the job center from the age of 15,
additionally the school certificate or, from the end of
school attendance, proof of income.

Voraussetzungen The following conditions must be met for advance
maintenance payments to be granted:

* Your child is under 12 years old and the following

conditions are met: Child maintenance is not paid or is
only paid in part or no or insufficient orphan's benefits
are paid. Your child is resident or habitually resident in
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Germany. You may also be entitled if you live abroad
with your child but are fully liable for income tax in
Germany: The joint residence is in a state of the
European Union (EU), in the European Economic Area
(EEA) or in Switzerland. The single parent is resident in
Germany. You are a single parent. You are also
considered a single parent if you are widowed. You and
the child must live in the same household. Foreign
children are only entitled if they have certain residence
permits.

* Your child is 12 to 17 years old and the following
conditions are met: Your child does not receive a
citizen's allowance. Your child's need for assistance can
be avoided through the maintenance advance. You
have a gross monthly income of at least EUR 600.00
and may receive supplementary citizen's allowance.
Child maintenance is not paid or is only paid in part or
no or insufficient orphan's benefits are paid. Your child
is resident or habitually resident in Germany. You may
also be entitled if you live abroad with your child but
are fully liable for income tax in Germany: The joint
residence is in a state of the European Union (EU), in
the European Economic Area (EEA) or in Switzerland.
The single parent is resident in Germany. You are a
single parent. You are also considered a single parent if
you are widowed. You and the child must live in the
same household. Foreign children are only entitled if
they have certain residence permits.

There are no costs.

Advance maintenance payments can be granted
retroactively for 1 month if the requirements were
already met at that time.

https://www.bmfsfj.de/bmfsfj/service/publikationen/de
r-unterhaltsvorschuss-73764
https://familienportal.de/familienportal/familienleistun
gen/unterhaltsvorschuss

The following information is available:
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* The other parent must repay the maintenance
advance to the maintenance advance office. If the
person obliged to pay maintenance does not pay, the
maintenance advance office can sue for repayment
and enforce it.

Rechtsbehelf + Contradiction

Kurztext * Requirements for receiving maintenance advance:
Child maintenance is not paid or only paid in part or
orphan's income is too low The child is resident or
habitually resident in Germany Foreign children are
only entitled if they have certain residence permits
Child is a minor Entitlement up to a maximum of 18
years of age Parent is a single parent, for example also
widowed Parent and child must live in the same
household Parent must not be (newly) married
« Advance maintenance payments can also be granted
if it is not clear who the father is However, the single
parent is obliged to cooperate in establishing paternity
* Amount (status: 2025): Children up to 5 years EUR
227.00 per month Children from 6 to 11 years EUR
299.00 per month Children from 12 to 17 years EUR
394.00 per month

Ansprechpunkt
Zustandige Stelle
Formulare

Ursprungsportal
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