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Fachlich freigegeben am 13.02.2023

Fachlich freigegen durch Federal Institute for Vocational Education and Training
(Bundesinstitut fur Berufsbildung - BiBB)

Handlungsgrundlage

Teaser Do you have a professional qualification obtained
abroad and wish to work permanently in your
profession in Germany? This section provides
information on having your foreign qualification
recognised.

Volltext **Recognition of a professional qualification**

Did you acquire your professional qualification in a
country other than Germany?

Would you like to work in Germany long-term, and
potentially on a self-employed basis, in your
profession?

* Depending on the profession you may be able to \-
or may have to \- apply for your professional
qualification to be recognised.

* You always need **recognition** for what are
known as **regulated professions** (reglementierte
Berufe).

« Examples of regulated professions include doctors,
pharmacists, midwives, care workers and teachers.

* For **non-regulated professions** , you only
require **recognition** if you are applying for a
**residence permit to work in Germany**.

« Examples of non-regulated professions include
computer scientists, bank clerks and business
economists.
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However, you always have a **legal right** to a
recognition procedure. Your **nationality** and your
current place of residence are irrelevant for this. You
can apply for recognition of your professional
qualification even if you are not in Germany.

**Recognition procedure**

For the recognition procedure, the competent
authority in Germany will run a check:

* It will consider whether your **foreign
qualification** is equivalent to a German qualification.

* This check will be based on the documents about
your training and will be carried out according to fixed
**formal criteria**.

* Among other things, these criteria include the
content and duration of your training. Your
**professional experience** will also be taken into
account.

The recognition procedure **varies depending on the
profession**. Different procedures and applications
are therefore required for different professions.
Different authorities are responsible for the procedure
in each case.

You can submit the **application** for the procedure
directly to the competent authority. The contact details
for the competent authority can be found on the
**[Anerkennung in
Deutschland](https://anerkennung-in-deutschland.de/
html/en/index.php)** (Recognition in Germany)
website.

You can also submit your application to a **[Single
Point of
Contact](https://bmwk.de/Redaktion/EN/Artikel/SME-S
ector/points-of-single-contact.html)**. The Single Point
of Contact will forward your documents to the
competent authority and will **assist you in the
procedure**,
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NB: before you submit an application, you need to
**find out your reference profession in Germany**,
During the recognition procedure, your professional
qualification will be **compared against the reference
profession**,

There are many advisory services in Germany. Get
personalised advice on the reference profession for
your qualification, for example from an **[I1Q advisory
service](https://anerkennung-in-deutschland.de/html/e
n/counselling-search.php)**.

You can find all the necessary information on the
**[Anerkennung in
Deutschland](https://anerkennung-in-deutschland.de/
html/en/skilled-workers.php)** website. There, you
can quickly and easily find answers in 11 languages to
your questions on recognition:

* Do | need to have my professional qualification
recognised?

* Is it worth obtaining recognition in my case?

« Can | apply? Am | entitled to it?

* Who do | need to contact?

* What does the recognition procedure involve?

* What documents are needed?

* What format must the documents be in?

* How long will the procedure take?

* What will the procedure cost?

* What legislation is relevant in my particular case?

The Anerkennung in Deutschland website is also the
German contact point in accordance with Article 57(b)
of EU Directive 2005/36/EC. This means that citizens of
the Member States of the European Union or the
European Economic Area or Switzerland who have
guestions about recognition are provided with specific
advice.
https://www.anerkennung-in-deutschland.de/html/en/i
ndex.php
https://www.bmwk.de/Redaktion/EN/Artikel/SME-Secto
r/points-of-single-contact.html
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https://www.anerkennung-in-deutschland.de/html/en/
counselling-search.php
https://www.anerkennung-in-deutschland.de/html/de/f
achkraefte.php
https://www.anerkennung-in-deutschland.de/html/de/i
ndex.php
https://www.anerkennung-in-deutschland.de/html/en/
skilled-workers.php
https://www.bmwk.de/Redaktion/DE/Artikel/Mittelstan
d/einheitlicher-ansprechpartner.html
https://www.anerkennung-in-deutschland.de/html/de/
beratungssuche.php

Erforderliche Unterlagen

Voraussetzungen

Kosten

Verfahrensablauf

Bearbeitungsdauer

Frist

weiterfuhrende * [Recognition in Germany

Informationen I(https://anerkennung-in-deutschland.de/html/en/skille
d-workers.php)

* [EU Assistance
Centre](https://anerkennung-in-deutschland.de/html/e
n/eu-assistance-centre.php)

* [Points of Single Contact in Germany
1(https://bmwk.de/Redaktion/EN/Artikel/SME-Sector/po
ints-of-single-contact.html)

* [1Q counselling
centres](https://anerkennung-in-deutschland.de/html/
en/counselling-search.php)
https://www.anerkennung-in-deutschland.de/html/de/
beratungssuche.php
https://www.anerkennung-in-deutschland.de/html/en/
counselling-search.php
https://www.bmwk.de/Redaktion/EN/Artikel/SME-Secto
r/points-of-single-contact.html
https://www.anerkennung-in-deutschland.de/html/de/f
achkraefte.php
https://www.anerkennung-in-deutschland.de/html/de/
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eu-beratungszentrum.php
https://www.anerkennung-in-deutschland.de/html/en/
skilled-workers.php
https://www.anerkennung-in-deutschland.de/html/de/
hotline.php
https://www.bmwk.de/Redaktion/DE/Artikel/Mittelstan
d/einheitlicher-ansprechpartner.htm
https://www.anerkennung-in-deutschland.de/html/en/
eu-assistance-centre.php

Hinweise

Rechtsbehelf

Kurztext

Ansprechpunkt

Zustandige Stelle

Formulare
Ursprungsportal Recognition of qualifications with a view to
employment in another Member State, Anerkennung
von Qualifikationen zum Zwecke der Beschaftigung in
einem anderen Mitgliedstaat
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