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Handlungsgrundlage

Teaser This section provides important information on
participating in elections to the European Parliament.

Volltext Participating in elections to the European Parliament

EU citizens from other EU Member States can vote
either in their country of origin (including, depending
on electoral law, at a diplomatic mission or by post) or
in Germany. EU citizens from other EU Member States
who are voting in Germany for the first time must be
registered on the electoral roll for the European
elections. If you wish to be registered on the electoral
roll, you must apply to your German municipality of
residence as soon as possible, and in any case no later
than 21 days before the election.

You will then be entered onto the electoral roll for
future elections to the European Parliament. You will
remain on the electoral roll until you move to another
Member State or request to be deregistered from the
electoral roll.

To vote or stand as a candidate in elections to the
European Parliament, you must meet the following
conditions:

• be a national of an EU Member State
• be resident in Germany
• be at least 16 years old on election day
• have been permanently resident in Germany or
another EU Member State for at least 3 months
• not be disqualified from voting or from standing as a
candidate.

EU citizens from other EU Member States should
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contact their German municipality of residence to
inform the authorities where they will be voting in the
elections to the European Parliament.

Voting is not compulsory in Germany.

EU citizens from other EU Member States who are
standing as a candidate in the elections to the
European Parliament must declare that they are not
standing for election in any other Member State and
are not disqualified from standing as a candidate.

In Germany, Members of the European Parliament are
elected on the basis of lists of nominations. The
nominations must be submitted to the Federal
Returning Officer by political parties or other political
associations. Several documents must be submitted
together with the list of nominations. These include a
form containing the aforementioned declarations by
candidates from other EU Member States, confirming
that they are not standing for election in any other
Member State and are not disqualified from standing
as a candidate. The form can be obtained from the
state returning officers or the Federal Returning
Officer.

European elections 2024

From 6 to 9 June 2024, the European Parliament will be
elected by the citizens of the European Union for the
10th time. The Federal Government has set 9 June
2024 as election day for the European election in
Germany. For the first time, the minimum voting age
for European elections has been reduced from 18 to 16
years for the 2024 election.

All German citizens within the meaning of Article 116(1)
of the Basic Law, and all nationals of other EU Member
States residing in Germany (EU citizens), who are at
least 16 years old on election day, are entitled to vote.

German citizens abroad

German citizens living abroad who are not registered
in Germany are referred to as (Germans abroad). They
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are not automatically registered on the voters. Only
those registered on the electoral roll can vote.
Therefore, if a German citizen living abroad wishes to
vote in European elections, they must formally apply to
register on the electoral roll before each election.

German citizens living abroad may either:

• exercise their right to vote by registering to vote in
Germany; or
• participate in the European election in their country
of residence, if it is an EU Member State. In this case,
the rules of the respective Member State apply. For
further information, you are advised to contact the
competent authority in your Member State of
residence.

In all other cases, German citizens living outside the EU
must apply to be registered on the electoral roll in
Germany.

Erforderliche Unterlagen

Voraussetzungen

Kosten

Verfahrensablauf

Bearbeitungsdauer

Frist

weiterführende
Informationen

For more information on European elections, visit the
Your Europe Portal

For more information from the Federal Returning
Officer
https://www.bmi.bund.de/DE/themen/verfassung/wahl
recht/europawahlen/europawahlen-node.html;jsession
id=F5A315F50CFA11E46ED60767B7FCC19C.live881
https://www.gesetze-im-internet.de/euwg/
https://bundeswahlleiterin.de/europawahlen/2024.htm
l
https://www.bmi.bund.de/DE/themen/verfassung/wahl
recht/auslaenderwahlrecht/auslaenderwahlrecht-node
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.html
https://www.bundeswahlleiterin.de/service/landtagswa
hlen.html
https://www.gesetze-im-internet.de/euwo_1988/
https://bundeswahlleiterin.de/en/europawahlen/2024.
html
https://europa.eu/youreurope/citizens/residence/electi
ons-abroad/european-elections/index_en.htm
https://europa.eu/youreurope/citizens/residence/electi
ons-abroad/municipal-elections/index_de.htm
https://europa.eu/youreurope/citizens/residence/electi
ons-abroad/european-elections/index_de.htm

Hinweise

Rechtsbehelf

Kurztext

Ansprechpunkt

Zuständige Stelle

Formulare

Ursprungsportal Teilnahme an Kommunalwahlen und Wahlen zum
Europäischen Parlament, Participating in municipal
elections and elections to the European Parliament
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