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Modul Sachverhalt

Leistungsschlüssel 99077001012000

Leistungsbezeichnung I Obtaining certification or a certificate of origin for
German cinematographic works under the Film
Industry Support Act (Filmförderungsgesetz)

Leistungsbezeichnung II Applying for certification or a certificate of origin under
the Film Industry Support Act

Typisierung 1 - Bund: Regelung und Vollzug

Quellredaktion Bund

Freigabestatus Katalog fachlich freigegeben (gold)

Freigabestatus Bibliothek unbestimmter Freigabestatus

Begriffe im Kontext certificate of origin, foreign screenings, international
film agreements, project film funding, reference film
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funding, German films, film funding, cinema funding,
Minister of State for Culture BKM film heritage,
German Federal Film Board, European film funding
EURIMAGES funding, Film Industry Support Act,
(project) certification

Leistungstyp Leistungsobjekt mit Verrichtung

Leistungsgruppierung

Verrichtungskennung Ausstellung (12)

SDG-Informationsbereich nicht SDG-relevant

Lagen Portalverbund Förderung von Kultur (2060800)

Einheitlicher
Ansprechpartner

Nein

Fachlich freigegeben am 09.01.2020

Fachlich freigegen durch Bundesamt für Wirtschaft und Ausfuhrkontrolle
(Federal Office for Economic Affairs and Export
Control)

Handlungsgrundlage https://www.gesetze-im-internet.de/ffg_2017/__17.html
https://www.verwaltungsvorschriften-im-internet.de/bs
vwvbund_19012017_VB2509900.htm
https://www.bundesregierung.de/breg-de/bundesregie
rung/staatsministerin-fuer-kultur-und-medien/medien/
filmfoerderung/internationale-filmfoerderung/filmabko
mmen
https://www.gesetze-im-internet.de/bundesrecht/ffg_2
017/gesamt.pdf
https://www.bundesanzeiger.de/ebanzwww/wexsservl
et?session.sessionid=778e431b287710a5659422360fd
87720&page.navid=detailsearchlisttodetailsearchdetail
&fts_search_list.selected=71ef9df77d6dcd15&fts_searc
h_list.destHistoryId=87966
https://www.bundesregierung.de/breg-de/bundesregie
rung/staatsministerin-fuer-kultur-und-medien/medien/
filmfoerderung/internationale-filmfoerderung/filmabko
mmen

Teaser If you wish to apply for funding from the German
Federal Film Board (FFA) for your film, you will need
certification from the BAFA confirming that your film
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meets the general funding conditions for a German
film under the Film Industry Support Act (FFG).

Volltext If you are involved in the production and distribution of
German cinematographic works, you can apply to the
German Federal Film Board (FFA) for funding. In order
to do so, you need **certification under the Film
Industry Support Act (FFG)**.  
You should apply for certification well in advance, at
least two months before shooting starts for
international co-productions or international
co-financing, and submit it to the FFA with your funding
application.  
  
The certification confirms that your film meets the
requirements of the FFG for recognition as a German
film. The FFA will decide whether you qualify for
funding and, if so, how much.  
  
If you intend to screen your film abroad, you may be
required to present a **certificate of origin** there.
You must apply to the BAFA for a certificate of origin.
This confirms that your film is a German film as
defined in the FFG.  
  
The same conditions apply to both certification and
certificates of origin. If you need certification and a
certificate of origin, you can apply for both at the same
time using the same application form.

**Note:**  
the FFG only applies to cinematographic works. As a
rule, therefore, certification is only issued for German
cinematographic works.

Erforderliche Unterlagen • List of cultural criteria
  • Co-production contract(s)
  • Proof of cinema screening format
  • Proof of world première
  • Financing plan
  • Cast and crew list
  • You can also check the notes on how to complete
the form to see if any further documents are required

Voraussetzungen Applications are accepted from film producers
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  • who are resident or established in Germany or
  • who have a branch in Germany, 
    • if they are residents of or established in another
Member State of the European Union,
    • a State party to the Agreement on the European
Economic Area or
    • Switzerland.

Your film must meet the following requirements of the
FFG in order to be recognised as a German film:

  • the director of your film must 
    • be German,
    • work in the German culture industry or
    • be a national of another Member State of the
European Union,
    • a State party to the Agreement on the European
Economic Area or
    • Switzerland.
  • The final version of feature length films must be shot
or dubbed in German. If your film is a short film, one
final version of the film must have cinema-compatible
subtitles.
  • Your film must address cultural, historical or social
issues.
  • For its world première, your film must be shown
either 
    • in German in Germany,
    • as a German entry in the main event, or
    • at a special screening at a festival.
  • Your film must meet at least two of the cultural
criteria.
  • If it is shot in a studio, you must use studios and
production engineering and post production technical
service providers established in 
    • Germany,
    • another Member State of the European Union,
    • a State party to the Agreement on the European
Economic Area or
    • Switzerland.
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**Information for international co-productions:**  
Where, in the case of a Community production  
at least one of the producers is established or resident
outside Germany, recognition must have been
obtained based on

  • the European Convention on Cinematographic
Co-Production or
  • a bilateral or multilateral international agreement.

Where a bilateral or multilateral agreement does not
exist or no agreement applies, the German producer
must have invested considerably more than the foreign
investors and there must have been an appropriate
level of artistic and technical participation. If your film
has been funded mainly by German investors, it must
be shown for its world première in German in
Germany or as a German entry at a festival. It must
also meet at least two of the cultural criteria. This also
applies where it is recognised under a bilateral or
multilateral agreement.

Kosten N/A

Verfahrensablauf You can apply for certification or a certificate of origin
in writing:

  • Download the application form from the BAFA
website. Complete it in full.
  • Then send it, together with the requested
documents (by post only), to the relevant department
of the BAFA.
  • As soon as you have provided all the information
and documents required, the BAFA will consider your
application.
  • Once it has been checked and approved, you will
receive the certification or the certificate of origin by
post.
  • If you do not meet the requirements, you will receive
a fully reasoned rejection notification. 
    • You can lodge an objection to that notification.
    • If the rejection is upheld following your objection,
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you will receive a fully reasoned objection dismissal
notification.
    • You can lodge an appeal against the objection
dismissal notification with the Administrative Court.

Bearbeitungsdauer • Approximately 10 days, provided the application is
complete.

Frist An application for certification must be filed well in
advance, at least two months before shooting starts
for international co-productions or international
co-financing.

weiterführende
Informationen

https://www.bafa.de/SharedDocs/Downloads/DE/Wirts
chafts_Mittelstandsfoerderung/ff_formular_ab.pdf?__bl
ob=publicationFile&v=9
https://www.ffa.de/
https://www.bafa.de/DE/Wirtschafts_Mittelstandsfoerd
erung/Film_Technik/Filmfoerderung/filmfoerderung_no
de.html
https://www.bafa.de/SharedDocs/Downloads/DE/Wirts
chafts_Mittelstandsfoerderung/ff_formular_ab.pdf?__bl
ob=publicationFile&v=9
https://www.ffa.de
https://www.bafa.de/DE/Wirtschafts_Mittelstandsfoerd
erung/Film_Technik/Filmfoerderung/filmfoerderung_no
de.html

Hinweise

Rechtsbehelf

Kurztext • Obtaining certification or a certificate of origin for
German cinematographic works under the Film
Industry Support Act (Filmförderungsgesetz)
  • Forms: application for certification/certificate of
origin
  • Certification: 
    • Must be submitted to the German Federal Film
Board in order to apply for film funding for German
cinematographic works
  • Certificate of origin: 
    • Needed to screen German films abroad where the
country requires a certificate of origin
  • Both applications are filed with the Federal Office for
Economic Affairs and Export Control (BAFA) using the
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same application form
  • The form can be downloaded from the BAFA website
  • Relevant body: Federal Office for Economic Affairs
and Export Control (Bundesamt für Wirtschaft und
Ausfuhrkontrolle - BAFA)

Ansprechpunkt Bundesamt für Wirtschaft und Ausfuhrkontrolle
(Federal Office for Economic Affairs and Export
Control)  
Unit 412 - Support for Job Training Centres, Film  
Frankfurter Strasse 29-35  
65760 Eschborn

**General:**  
06196 9082128

**German solo and co-productions**  
Telephone: 06196 9082856

**International co-productions**  
Telephone: 06196 9082194

**Office hours:**  
Monday to Thursday: 8.30 to 16.00  
Friday: 8.30 to 15.00
https://www.bafa.de/SiteGlobals/Forms/Kontakt/Konta
kt_Einstieg_Formular.html;jsessionid=06FFF1B6F96901
74FFAF1654DF22BB71.2_cid371?nn=8066798&cl2Categ
ories_Themen=Filmfoerderung&cl2Categories_Themen
.HASH=a96f56fd5afc635a0e0c
https://www.bafa.de/SiteGlobals/Forms/Kontakt/Konta
kt_Einstieg_Formular.html

Zuständige Stelle Bundesamt für Wirtschaft und Ausfuhrkontrolle  
Unit 412 - Support for Job Training Centres, Film  
Frankfurter Strasse 29-35  
65760 Eschborn

**General:**  
06196 9082128

**German solo and co-productions**  
Telephone: 06196 9082856

**International co-productions**  
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Telephone: 06196 9082194

**Office hours:**  
Monday to Thursday: 8.30 to 16.00  
Friday: 8.30 to 15.00
https://www.bafa.de/SiteGlobals/Forms/Kontakt/Konta
kt_Einstieg_Formular.html;jsessionid=06FFF1B6F96901
74FFAF1654DF22BB71.2_cid371?nn=8066798&cl2Categ
ories_Themen=Filmfoerderung&cl2Categories_Themen
.HASH=a96f56fd5afc635a0e0c

Formulare Are there forms to fill in? Yes  
Can I do it online? No  
Do I need to apply in writing? Yes  
Do I need to attend in person? No
https://www.bafa.de/SharedDocs/Downloads/DE/Wirts
chafts_Mittelstandsfoerderung/ff_formular_ab.pdf?__bl
ob=publicationFile&v=9
https://www.bafa.de/SharedDocs/Downloads/DE/Wirts
chafts_Mittelstandsfoerderung/ff_formular_ab.pdf?__bl
ob=publicationFile&v=9

Ursprungsportal Bescheinigung nach Filmförderungsgesetz /
Ursprungszeugnis Ausstellung, Obtaining certification
or a certificate of origin for German cinematographic
works under the Film Industry Support Act
(Filmförderungsgesetz)
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