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Applying for voluntary unemployment insurance

1 - Bund: Regelung und Vollzug

Bund

fachlich freigegeben (gold)

unbestimmter Freigabestatus

Leistungsobjekt mit Verrichtung

Bewilligung (17)

Rechte und Pflichten im Bereich der sozialen Sicherheit
in der Union, auch im Zusammenhang mit Renten

Jobsuche und Arbeitslosigkeit (1040300),
Existenzsicherung und staatliche Unterstlitzung
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(1140100)

Nein

23.05.2023

Federal Employment Agency (Bundesagentur fur
Arbeit)

https://www.gesetze-im-internet.de/sgb_3/_28a.html
https://www.gesetze-im-internet.de/sgh_3/

If you are not compulsorily insured under the
unemployment insurance scheme, you may apply for
insurance on a voluntary basis under certain
conditions.

You can take out voluntary unemployment insurance
if:

* You are self-employed and work at least 15 hours a
week.

* You work outside the EU, the EEA or Switzerland for
at least 15 hours a week.

* You are on parental leave under Section 15 of the
Federal Parental Allowance and Parental Leave Act

(BEEG). This concerns, in particular, parents of children

from multiple births or children born in quick

succession (resulting in the parental leave for one child

overlapping with the end of parental leave for another
child), or parents who adopt a child over 3, who foster

a child, or with whom a child is provisionally placed for

adoption.

* You are undergoing continuing vocational training
that will enhance your career prospects, give you a
professional qualification or enable you to change
careers.

The monthly contribution rate currently lies between
EUR 40.43 and EUR 91.35 (2018).

If you are self-employed: In the first year of starting
your business and in the following calendar year
(known as the "start-up phase"), you will only pay half
of the contribution rate, unless you repeatedly
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interrupt your self-employment, for example, for
weather-related reasons. Once the start-up phase is
over, you will pay the full contribution. The exact
amount of your contribution will depend on the field in
which you work.

If you give up your self-employment and have signed
up for voluntary unemployment insurance, you must
demonstrate your commitment to finding employment
as soon as possible. Former self-employed persons
must therefore be willing to take up salaried
employment just like everyone else, meaning you will
be expected to find a new job.

If you work abroad: If you are working abroad on
secondment, i.e. you are temporarily working in a
foreign company on behalf of your German employer,
the employment relationship continues to be subject
to German social security legislation, meaning that you
will not be able to take out voluntary unemployment
insurance.

If, alongside your self-employment, you are employed
outside Europe and have compulsory insurance there,
then the compulsory insurance in that country takes
precedence. Voluntary unemployment insurance
under German law may therefore not be taken out in
this case.

Erforderliche Unterlagen * ID card or Passport and registration certificate,
residence permit, work permit
* Social security card
* Work certificate
* Termination letter / employment contract
* CV

Voraussetzungen * You were compulsorily insured for at least 12 months
(either continuously or in aggregate through multiple
jobs) in the 2 years prior to becoming self-employed,
taking up employment abroad, or starting parental
leave or continuing vocational training.

* You were entitled to income replacement benefits
under the Social Code Book Il (SGB Ill) immediately
before becoming self-employed, taking up work
abroad, or starting parental leave or continuing
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vocational training (e.g. unemployment benefits, but
not unemployment benefit Il, known as "Hartz 4").

Kosten N/A

Verfahrensablauf You can apply for the voluntary unemployment
insurance scheme in writing using the appropriate
form.

* Download and print the form.

« Complete the form and enclose the necessary
supporting documents.

+ Submit the application to the Employment Agency
(Agentur fur Arbeit).

* You will be notified of the decision by post. The letter
will also contain your monthly contribution rate. The
voluntary unemployment insurance scheme will begin
on the date on which the requirements are first met (in
some cases this may apply retroactively).

Bearbeitungsdauer 0 - 3 Woche(n)

This will depend on the individual case.
Frist 1 Monat(e)

3 Monat(e)

You must apply no later than 3 months after becoming
self-employed, taking up work abroad, or starting
parental leave or continuing vocational training. Note:
If the Employment Agency does not receive the
application on time, it will not be possible to take out
voluntary unemployment insurance.

weiterfuhrende https://www.arbeitsagentur.de/datei/Hinweis-ALV_ba0

Informationen 13509.pdf
https://con.arbeitsagentur.de/prod/apok/ct/dam/down
load/documents/Hinweis-ALV_ba013509.pdf

Hinweise
Rechtsbehelf
Kurztext * Entitlement to the voluntary unemployment
insurance scheme
* Voluntary unemployment insurance can be taken out
by: Self-employed people who work at least 15 hours a
week People who work outside the EU/EEA, provided
Entitlement to the voluntary unemployment insurance scheme Heruntergeladen am
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they work at least 15 hours a week People on parental
leave People in continuing vocational training

* Relevant body: Federal Employment Agency
(Bundesagentur fur Arbeit)

Ansprechpunkt Your local Federal Employment Agency office.
https://www.arbeitsagentur.de/

Zustandige Stelle Zentrale der Bundesagentur fur Arbeit Regensburger
Stral3e 104 90478 Nuremberg

Tel.: 0911 1790 Email: zentrale@arbeitsagentur.de

Formulare Forms: Yes Can | do it online? No Do | need to do it in
writing? Yes Do | need to attend in person? No

Ursprungsportal Versicherungspflichtverhaltnis auf Antrag in der
Arbeitslosenversicherung Bewilligung, Entitlement to
the voluntary unemployment insurance scheme
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