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Modul Sachverhalt

Leistungsschlüssel 99107023037000

Leistungsbezeichnung I Housing allowance determination

Leistungsbezeichnung II Applying for housing benefit for the first time or for a
new application

Typisierung 3 - Bundesaufsichtsverwaltung: Regelung

Quellredaktion Hamburg

Freigabestatus Katalog unbestimmter Freigabestatus

Freigabestatus Bibliothek unbestimmter Freigabestatus

Begriffe im Kontext <div lang="en-x-mtfrom-de">Rent subsidy</div>, <div
lang="en-x-mtfrom-de">Housing benefit
application</div>, <div lang="en-x-mtfrom-de">HS
housing benefit</div>, <div
lang="en-x-mtfrom-de">burden allowance</div>, <div
lang="en-x-mtfrom-de">Housing Allowance</div>, <div
lang="en-x-mtfrom-de">Housing benefit
application</div>, <div
lang="en-x-mtfrom-de">Housing allowance approval
period</div>

Leistungstyp

Leistungsgruppierung
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Verrichtungskennung

SDG-Informationsbereich

Lagen Portalverbund

Einheitlicher
Ansprechpartner

Nein

Fachlich freigegeben am 20.05.2025

Fachlich freigegen durch

Handlungsgrundlage Section 26 of the Social Code, Book I (SGB I)  
<https://www.gesetze-im-internet.de/sgb_1/__26.html> 

  
Section 1 Housing Benefit Act (WoGG)  
<https://www.gesetze-im-internet.de/wogg/__1.html>  
  
Section 22 paragraph 1 Housing Benefit Act (WoGG)  
<https://www.gesetze-im-internet.de/wogg/__22.html> 

  
Housing Benefit Ordinance (WoGV)  
<https://www.gesetze-im-internet.de/wogv/BJNR02065
0971.html>  
  
Housing Benefit Administrative Regulation (WoGVwV)  
<https://www.verwaltungsvorschriften-im-internet.de/
bsvwvbund_28062017_SWII4.htm>

Teaser Do you have a low income? Here's how you can apply
for housing benefit to help with your housing costs.

Volltext Housing benefit is intended to enable you to have
adequate and family-friendly housing.  
  
You can apply for housing benefit as

  • Rent subsidy for tenants or subtenants of living
space or for residents of a home (residents of a home
as defined by the respective state law; this also
includes people with disabilities who are not only
temporarily admitted to special forms of housing to
provide integration assistance) or as
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  • Burden subsidy for owners of a home or
condominium.

You are not entitled to housing benefit if the cost of
your accommodation is already covered by other social
benefits, such as:
  • Citizen's allowance,
  • basic security,
  • in case of incapacity for work,
  • Help with living expenses or
  • additional transfer services that take your
accommodation costs into account.

Erforderliche Unterlagen You must provide evidence of all information you
provided in your application for housing benefit.  
Depending on your living situation, you must provide
the following proof of housing costs or burdens:

  • Application for rent subsidy - proof of housing costs
    • rental agreement
    • Rent change letter (current rent composition)
    • Rental receipt (e.g. bank statement)
    • current water bill from Hamburg-Wasser
  • Application for burden subsidy - proof of burden
    • Purchase, leasehold or usage agreement
    • Land register extract
    • Property tax assessment
    • Living space calculation according to DIN 277 or the
Living Space Ordinance (WoFIV; building application)
    • Proof of the purchase price or construction costs
(including modernizations)
    • Loan agreements and repayment plans (payment
receipt)
    • if applicable, proof of the amount of ground rent
    • if applicable, proof of income from the transfer of
rooms and areas to third parties
    • if applicable, notice of child benefit for building a
house

To be on the safe side, declare all income of all
household members in euros or monetary value,
regardless of its source and whether the income is
taxable or not. This will avoid unnecessary follow-up
questions. The housing benefit office will check which
income is eligible.  
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You must generally submit proof of household income:

  • Notices regarding transfer benefits (e.g. citizen's
allowance, assistance with living expenses, social
security, basic security in old age and in cases of
reduced earning capacity, benefits under the Asylum
Seekers' Benefits Act)
  • Certificate of earnings for the application for housing
benefit and three current pay slips (also for mini-jobs),
  • Proof of recurring annual special payments (e.g.
Christmas and vacation bonuses)
  • current notices of pension payments of any kind,
  • Notices of benefits under the Third Book of the
Social Code - Employment Promotion (for example,
unemployment benefit I, short-time working allowance,
transitional allowance),
  • Notices regarding sick pay and other wage
replacement benefits,
  • Notices about parental allowance
  • Capital gains (interest, dividends)
  • Approval or rejection notices for BAföG / BAB
  • Certificate of enrollment for students
  • Monthly contributions from parents or other
persons during studies or training
  • Forms and final tax assessment for
self-employed/business owners.

  
Evidence of allowances and deductions:

  • Increased advertising expenses must be proven
according to the tax assessment
  • Proof of health insurance,
  • Proof of pension or life insurance,
  • Fulfillment of basic pension periods
  • Childcare costs (no school fees)
  • Expenses for the fulfilment of legal maintenance
obligations,
  • Severely disabled person's ID card (if applicable,
proof of care allowance payments)

Voraussetzungen You are entitled to a housing benefit subsidy if:

  • Tenant of residential property,
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  • Subtenant of living space,
  • Resident of a cooperative or foundation apartment,
  • Resident of a home,
  • Tenant-like usufructuary holders, in particular
holders of a tenancy-like permanent right of residence,
  • Owner of an apartment building (three or more
apartments), a commercial building or a business, if
you live in this building,
  • Owner of a single-family or two-family house in
which you live, but which also contains business
premises to such an extent that it can no longer be
considered a home,
  • Holder of a full-time agricultural job, the residential
part of which is not separated from the business part,
  • A woman living in a women’s shelter, even if the
remuneration is calculated on a daily basis or
  • A person who has been placed in homeless shelters
or in third-party accommodation by the homeless
authority, even if the usage fee (which is not, for
example, based on the number of days or staggered
according to adults and children) is paid to the
homeless authority.

You are entitled to a housing benefit subsidy if:
  • Owner of a home or condominium,
  • Owner of a small settlement,
  • Owner of a part-time agricultural business,
  • Owner of a full-time agricultural establishment, if the
residential and business areas are separate and a
housing benefit calculation can be made for the
residential part,
  • Holder of a permanent right of residence similar to
ownership or
  • Holders of the leasehold and those who are entitled
to the transfer of ownership of the building or
apartment or to the transfer or grant of the leasehold.
  • You live in the living space yourself and bear the
burden for it.

Kosten Gebühr: Es fallen keine Kosten an

Verfahrensablauf • You can apply for housing benefit in writing or online.
  • Submit the application with all required documents
to the responsible authority.
  • The responsible authority will review your
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application and documents. If necessary, they will
request additional documents or information from
you.
  • Once all the necessary documents have been
submitted, the responsible authority will decide on
your application and calculate your housing benefit
entitlement.
  • You will receive a notification.
  • If approved, you will receive housing benefit.

Bearbeitungsdauer The responsible office will process your application as
quickly as possible. How long it takes depends on how
complete your information is and whether all the
necessary documentation is available. If processing
takes longer, you will not be disadvantaged. Your
housing benefit entitlement will be reviewed from the
date you submit your application. You will not lose any
housing benefit if you are entitled to it.

Frist Submit your application no later than the last day of
the month in which you wish to start receiving housing
benefit. You will generally receive housing benefit from
the first of the month in which your application was
submitted to the housing benefit office (date stamp).
Housing benefit approval is generally valid for 12
months. After the approval period expires, you must
submit an application for continued benefits.

weiterführende
Informationen

https://www.hamburg.de/wohngeld/
https://www.hamburg.de/wohngeld/
https://fhh1.hamburg.de/Dibis/vordr/4022-23-barrieref
rei.pdf
https://fhh1.hamburg.de/Dibis/vordr/4022-23-barrieref
rei.pdf
https://fhh1.hamburg.de/Dibis/vordr/4090-13-barrieref
rei.pdf
https://fhh1.hamburg.de/Dibis/vordr/4090-13-barrieref
rei.pdf
https://fhh1.hamburg.de/Dibis/vordr/4090-4-barrierefr
ei.pdf
https://fhh1.hamburg.de/Dibis/vordr/4090-4-barrierefr
ei.pdf
https://www.hamburg.de/wohngeld/16634560/wohnge
ldrechner/
https://www.hamburg.de/wohngeld/16634560/wohnge
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ldrechner/
https://www.hamburg.de/wohngeld/16634278/auf-ein
en-blick/
https://www.hamburg.de/wohngeld/16634278/auf-ein
en-blick/

Hinweise To ensure that housing benefit is not claimed illegally,
the housing benefit authority may regularly check the
information provided by all household members by
comparing data – also in an automated form – in
particular with the pension insurance data center.  
For example, it may be compared

  • whether citizen’s allowance (formerly
unemployment benefit II) is paid while receiving
housing benefit,
  • whether there is an employment subject to
insurance or marginal employment
  • or the amount of capital gains for which an
exemption order has been issued.

A comparison with the registration office regarding
registered addresses, housing status, and the date of
changes of registration is also possible. It is possible to
access account information from the Federal Central
Tax Office. Suspected cases of fraud are generally
reported to the public prosecutor's office.  
  
Through these checks, the housing benefit authority
can, for example, determine

  • whether housing benefit is received multiple times,
  • whether transfer payments leading to exclusion
from housing benefit are received at the same time,
  • whether correct information in the housing benefit
application
  • on income from employment,
  • to income from one or more pensions,
  • were made into income from capital gains (interest
or dividends),
  • whether the payment of unemployment benefit was
discontinued in the case of original unemployment (for
example, due to the taking up of a new job) and
  • whether the original apartment for which housing
benefit was paid is still actually being used.
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The review is permissible until ten years after the
notification of the corresponding housing benefit
approval.  
  
If you are unable to cover your living expenses
independently, please contact the job center
team.arbeit.hamburg or the district offices for basic
security and social affairs.

Rechtsbehelf contradiction

Kurztext • Housing benefit supports adequate and
family-friendly housing.
  • Housing benefit can be:
    • Rent subsidies can be applied for for
tenants/subtenants of living space or residents of a
home (including people with disabilities in special
housing arrangements).
    • Burden subsidy for owners of a home or
condominium.
  • You are entitled to housing benefit if the costs of
accommodation are already covered by other social
benefits, such as:
    • Citizen's allowance
    • Basic security in old age
    • Basic security in case of incapacity for work
    • Help with living expenses
    • Additional transfer payments that take
accommodation costs into account.

Ansprechpunkt If you want to find out exactly who is responsible for
your request, please follow the link to [Hamburg
Service](https://www.hamburg.de/service/info/hasi/122
38)

Zuständige Stelle Eimsbüttel District Office - Department of Basic
Security and Social Affairs - SDZ 1 - Housing Benefit

Formulare

Ursprungsportal Hamburg Service, Hamburg Service (Currently this link
is only available in german)
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