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Declare joint custody of a child
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You have had a child, you are not married to the father
of the child and you would like to share custody? To do
so, you need to make a declaration that you want to
jointly take over parental care of the child. You can find
out more about this here.

If you are not married to each other as parents of a
common child, only the mother is entitled to custody.

If you wish to have joint custody, both parents must
declare this to the Youth Welfare Office or a notary and
have it notarized.

You can submit the declaration of custody even if your
child has not yet been born but has already been
conceived. It is also possible and sensible to submit a
joint declaration of custody after the birth if you do not
want to marry each other and do not want to seek a
court ruling on custody.

After submitting joint custody declarations, parental
custody can only be changed by a decision of the
family court.

* They are not married to each other.

* Paternity is effectively acknowledged.

* The child does not need to be born yet, but it must be
conceived.

* A court decision on parental care has not yet been
made.

* Expected date of delivery or date of birth and name
of the child.

* You must appear in person.

* In principle, the parents must be legally capable. The
declaration of custody of a parent with limited legal
capacity must be approved by the legal representative.

=)o
O FITKO

Heruntergeladen am

04.07.2025



¢ [M

EIN PRODUKT DES IT-PLANUNGSRATS

Modul

Kosten

Verfahrensablauf

Bearbeitungsdauer

Frist

weiterfihrende
Informationen

Sorgeerklarung Beurkundung
99013005026000

Sachverhalt

* The declaration of custody only becomes effective
when both parents have submitted an identical
declaration of custody.

* Both parents speak sufficient German. If this is not
the case and you need an interpreter, please indicate
this when making the appointment.

No fees are incurred. In the case of notaries, fees are
charged in accordance with the Court and Notary Costs
Act.

* For a declaration of custody, you must make a
personal appointment with the Office of Social Services
at the Specialist Service for Guardianship/Maintenance
for Minors.

* You can use the online service under "Further
information" - "Online service" - "Recognition of
fatherhood, maternity, declaration of custody" to make
an appointment.

* If you need an interpreter, please indicate the
language you require when making the appointment.

* Both parents must appear in person. Preferably
together.

* If not already done, the father must first effectively
acknowledge paternity.

* You will be informed about the legal consequences of
the custody declarations.

* The certificate of custody will then be read to you.

* Both parents must sign the document.

* Both parents will be given certified copies of the
document.

The certification takes place in the appointment An
appointment is usually assigned at short notice.

The child must be a minor at the time of surrender.

https://buergerservice.bremen.de/sixcms/media.php/9
/DSE_VMS.pdf
https://familienportal.de/familienportal/lebenslagen/tr
ennung/sorgerecht-umgangsrecht-und-namensrecht/w
as-regelt-das-sorgerecht--126082
https://www.bmj.de/DE/themen/gesellschaft_familie/ki
nder/sorge_umgangsrecht/sorge_umgangsrecht_node.
html
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Hinweise The declaration of custody can also be submitted to a

notary. There, the notarization is subject to a fee.

If no declaration of custody is submitted, the mother
generally has sole custody. The father can apply to the
family court for the transfer of (joint) custody.

Rechtsbehelf
Kurztext
Ansprechpunkt

Zustandige Stelle

Formulare
Ursprungsportal Serviceportal der Freien Hansestadt Bremen, Service
portal of the Free Hanseatic City of Bremen
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