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Fachlich freigegen durch

Handlungsgrundlage https://www.gesetze-im-internet.de/aufenthg_2004/

Teaser You would like your foreign spouse and / or your
children to move to Germany with you? Or your foreign
spouse and / or your children are already in Germany,
but do not have a residence permit? 

You can find the most important information on this
so-called family reunification here:

Volltext Family reunification usually requires that a visa for
family reunification has been successfully applied for
beforehand at the German mission abroad in the
country of origin of the spouse or children (see under "i
Where can I find out more?"). This applies to family
reunification with foreigners as well as to family
reunification with Germans! An entry without a
required visa for family reunification usually results in
the foreign family member joining the family having to
leave the country again in order to apply for a visa in
the country of origin. 

Positive exceptions apply to nationals from EU and
EFTA member states. You can join your family
members in Germany without a visa and the issuance
of a residence permit (further exceptions exist for the
following countries: Australia, Israel, Japan, Canada,
New Zealand, USA, Republic of Korea / see under
Procedures). 

Family reunification of foreigners to foreigners in
Germany is only possible if the family member already
living here is in possession of a residence permit that
allows family reunification. The following §§ do not
permit family reunification: 25 IV, 25 IVb, 25V, 25a II, 25
b IV AufenthG Spouses who are to reunite with
foreigners in Germany must, as a rule, already have a
basic knowledge of the German language. This also
applies to the subsequent immigration of a spouse to a
German. For family reunification with foreigners, the
livelihood of all family members must be secured. If
foreign children join a German spouse, the livelihood
of these children must be secured. This list is not
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exhaustive. Information can be obtained from the
German missions abroad (see "i Where can I find out
more?").

Erforderliche Unterlagen • completed application form
  • 1 biometric passport photo (not older than 3
months) 

According to Bundesdruckerei's photo sample board:
https://www.bundesdruckerei.de 

  • Health insurance certificate
  • valid passport
  • for entry without visa are also to be brought along: 
    • Marriage certificate in the original and translation,
legalized if necessary (and possibly divorce decree if
already married) 
    • Language certificate A1 for the newly arrived
spouse 
    • In case of subsequent immigration of children:
original birth certificate of the child and translation,
legalized if necessary 
    • Rental agreement 
    • employment contract and salary statements for the
last three months

Voraussetzungen No special requirements.

Kosten Fees of up to 110.00 may be charged for the issuance
of the residence permit.

Verfahrensablauf Family reunification usually requires that a visa for
family reunification has been successfully applied for at
the German mission abroad in the country of origin of
the spouse or children prior to entry. This applies to
family reunification with foreigners as well as to family
reunification with Germans! The German missions
abroad are in charge of the procedure, i.e. they decide
in the matter, the migration office is only involved.
Information about the visa procedure can be found on
this page under "i Where can I find out more?" and at
the German missions abroad themselves. 

Exceptions apply only to nationals of the following
countries: Australia, Israel, Japan, Canada, New
Zealand, USA and Republic of Korea or in special
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exceptional cases because children are dependent on
the support of both parents or a spouse is in need of
care -due to illness-. Nationals of these countries can
apply for a residence permit for family reunification in
Germany. 

If you have come to Germany with a 90-day visa or
without a required visa and are dependent on your
spouse due to a need for support or care that has
arisen here, so that you assume that this emergency
situation means that you will not be able to leave again
to make up for the visa procedure in your country of
origin, you must register with the Migration Office. To
do this, please send an e-mail and request an
appointment, stating the reasons: 

mailto:office@migrationsamt.bremen.de 

If you have entered the country with the required visa
for family reunification, please fill out the form
"Vordruck Terminvergabe Einreise" and send it by
e-mail to mailto:ref11@migrationsamt.bremen.de. 

You will then receive a prompt appointment for the
issuance of your residence permit.   
  

If you are in possession of a residence permit 

  • for study/preparation for study (§ 16b AufenthG), 
  • to apply for a study permit (§ 17 AufenthG), 
  • for employment as a scientific
employee/researcher/visiting scientist (§§ 19c, 18d
AufenthG), 

or 

as an employee of a Bremen university in possession
of a 

  • Blue Card (§ 18b Abs. 2 AufenthG) or 
  • a settlement permit (§§18c, 9, 9a AufenthG) 

Heruntergeladen am
99010023001000 07.06.2025 4



Modul Sachverhalt

your relatives must book an appointment at
bremen_service universität to apply for a residence
permit for family reunification via the link below. 

mailto:auslaenderbehoerde-bsu@migrationsamt.brem
en.de

Bearbeitungsdauer The issuance of the residence permit after entry with
the required visa must be applied for at the Migration
Office within the validity of the existing national visa or,
in the case of possible visa-free entry, within 90 days.

Frist The competent German mission abroad in the country
of origin of the family member joining him or her will
provide information on costs and deadlines / duration
of the procedure for issuing a visa.

weiterführende
Informationen

https://www.auswaertiges-amt.de/de/aamt/auslandsve
rtretungen-node
https://www.auswaertiges-amt.de/de/service/visa-und-
aufenthalt/visabestimmungen-allgemein

Hinweise

Rechtsbehelf

Kurztext

Ansprechpunkt

Zuständige Stelle

Formulare https://buergerservice.bremen.de/sixcms/media.php/5
/Vordruck_Terminvergabe_Referat_11.pdf
https://buergerservice.bremen.de/sixcms/media.php/5
/Vordruck_Terminvergabe_Referat_11.45147.pdf
https://buergerservice.bremen.de/sixcms/media.php/5
/Antrag%20auf%20Erteilung_ausf%C3%BCllbar.pdf
https://buergerservice.bremen.de/sixcms/media.php/5
/Antrag%20auf%20Erteilung_ausf%C3%BCllbar.454116.
pdf

Ursprungsportal Serviceportal der Freien Hansestadt Bremen, Service
portal of the Free Hanseatic City of Bremen
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